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Three talented artists bring their vibrant, symbolic work to the gallery.
Pastel and mixed-media collages document personal connections to

places, memories, and transformation.                    

DEANNA WHITE
Deanna White takes great delight in
translating landscapes, still life,
thoughts, and personal dreams into
her own interpretations through
imagination, vibrant color, and
simplified shapes. Her favorite
subjects include dwellings, natural
scenes, everyday objects, and human
connections. She primarily works in
collage and acrylic.

Echoing the words of Edgar Degas,
“Art is not what you see, but what you
make others see,” Deanna invites
viewers to explore new perspectives
through her art.

Artistic Process
To Deanna, collage is much like
assembling a puzzle. Each piece
begins with a sketch on a panel,
followed by intentional color choices.
She carefully cuts and places each
shape, giving attention to texture and
value. Layering materials adds depth
and richness to each piece. Her
collage elements include a variety of
flat materials such as magazine
clippings, book fonts, Japanese
papers, leaves, stamps, lace, maps,
and both handmade and purchased
papers.

Her work is currently exhibited at
Currents Gallery in McMinnville and
River Gallery in Independence,
Oregon.

Deanna White



HARLEY TALKINGTON
Paintings in Pastel - For Harley, creativity has always
been a joyful companion.

As a child, he loved inventing games, crafting mobiles,
and writing poetry. For over 40 years, he taught
elementary and middle school, weaving art into every
subject—from history and science to literature and
math—guiding students through projects in painting,
sculpture, mask-making, and more.

Upon retiring, Harley set out to fully embrace his own
artistic path. After visiting Washington County’s Open
Studios in 2015, he discovered pastels and was
immediately drawn to their vibrancy and immediacy.
That passion continues to fuel his work.

Each painting begins with a moment of awe—light,
shadow, and landscape sparking inspiration. “Each of
these scenes was a gift to me,” he says. His art becomes
a way of “paying attention,” honoring places of beauty
and presence.

Whether painting en plein air or in the studio, he layers
pastels with a mix of structure and spontaneity—
sometimes using alcohol washes, gesso, or diving in
intuitively with color. Each piece invites the viewer to
join him in a quiet celebration of wonder and the
transformative power of seeing.

TEAL BUEHLER
Teal grew up in Trinidad, Calif., a foggy coastal town

surrounded by beaches, rivers, and forests. A daughter

of well-known artists, she was immersed in creativity

from a young age and developed a deep, lasting

connection to the natural world.  She studied drawing,

painting, collage, and ceramics, earning her degree in

art from Humboldt State University.

Nature and animals are central themes in her work,

often appearing as sacred figures—guardians and

messengers of instinct, resilience, and transformation.

Her art is grounded in the alchemy of change—

spiritual, energetic, and emotional.

Teal works with handmade paper, collage, stenciling,

and acrylics to create layered, textured compositions.

The process of making paper by hand is sacred to her—

infused with memory and intention before a single

mark is made. Guided by Reiki and meditative states,

she builds each piece intuitively, letting textures, colors,

and symbols emerge organically.

Stencils become patterns of energy. Collage elements

reflect both fragmentation and renewal. Each artwork

is a ritual—a mirror of unseen currents, a portal to

deeper connection. Her pieces invite viewers into

stillness and presence, encouraging a return to self and

to the quiet, transformative power of nature and spirit.

Teal Buehler

A r t i s t ’ s  R e c e p t i o n  
S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  1 2 t h

f r o m  5 -7  p m .

Harley Talkington 
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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

On Saturday, May 17th, Valley Art Association held its
Annual Board Retreat—an intensive four-hour session
facilitated by John Caraballo, a Forest Grove resident
with an extensive background in leadership
development, organizational strategy, and change
management. Caraballo, a retired U.S. Coast Guard
Captain and veteran of the Boeing Company, brings
decades of experience working with organizations
committed to realizing their goals, improving internal
structures, increasing impact, and strengthening
community outreach. His work spans corporations,
numerous nonprofits, and local enterprises.
A key objective of the retreat was to develop a clear and
inspiring Vision Statement to guide the future direction
of Valley Art Association. Through guided exercises and
thoughtful discussion, Caraballo skillfully led the Board
of Directors in crafting the following:

Valley Art’s Vision
To be a leading gallery and art center that promotes

regional artists, art education, and inspires community
engagement.

In addition to adopting this new vision, the board
collaborated on outlining Valley Art’s long-term
aspirations. A set of five-year Operational Goals was
proposed to ensure the organization continues to thrive
and expand its role in the community. 

These goals include:

This retreat marked a significant step forward in aligning
Valley Art’s future planning with its mission and values.
With clear direction and renewed purpose, the
organization is well-positioned to grow as a vital creative
hub in Forest Grove and beyond.

Strengthening financial and
organizational stability

Expanding marketing and outreach
strategies

Enhancing fundraising capacity

Broadening scholarship opportunities

Deepening engagement with artists
and community partners

Valley Art Association
Annual Board Retreat –

May 2025

 Janet Hickok
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO VALLEY ART’S
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, July 22nd  |  6:30 PM  |  Valley Art Gallery

We warmly invite all members and community supporters
to attend Valley Art’s Annual General Meeting on Tuesday,
July 22nd at 6:30 PM. Whether you’re a longtime member

or someone just getting to know us, your presence
matters.

At Valley Art, we value transparency, collaboration, and
community connection. This meeting is your opportunity

to hear about our accomplishments, current goals, and
exciting plans for the future—including a look ahead to

our 60th Anniversary celebration in 2026!

 Help Us Shape the Future
We’re already laying the groundwork for improvements

and programs that will take Valley Art to new heights—and
we need your voice, ideas, and energy to make it happen.
If you’re interested in volunteering, planning, organizing,

or simply learning more about what we do, this is the
perfect chance to get involved. 

The purpose of the Annual General Meeting is to elect
new Board Directors to fill out-going directors seats and

to transact such matters, if any, as may be deemed
proper to come before the general membership.

Come to the Annual General Meeting—or attend one of
our monthly board meetings on the fourth Tuesday of
every month at 6:30 pm in the classroom area of the

gallery.  Everyone is welcome.
How can you play a part?

Looking for a place to showcase, promote and sell
your work?

Valley Art Gallery’s booth during the Forest Grove
Farmers Market each Wednesday, is open to local

creatives like you!

Our space is offered to support and celebrate our
talented community.  Whether you paint, sculpt,

create jewelry or handcraft unique items . . . 

–  We’d Love To Share With You – 

Contact Janet at jchchef77@gmail.com
for all the details.

Calling Local Artisans & Crafters
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Get involved at Valley Art?
Would you like to be more informed about

operations, procedures and artists? 
VA Monthly Volunteer Meeting

July 31   August 28   Sept 29   at 3:30pm st th th

Come to a meeting and help Valley Art thrive

Interested in teaching at Valley Art?

Do you, or someone you know have artistic and/or
crafts skills that could be shared as classes for the
community? We are always looking for more and

new classes, especially classes for kids and youths.

Email Janet Hickok at jchchef77@gmail.com
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– We’d Love To Share Our Booth With You – 
Our space is offered to support and celebrate

our talented community. 

Email jchchef77@gmail.com for the details.
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I am a traveler, are you? Local or far away, it doesn't
matter to me. The feeling is the same whether I'm
appreciating a place I’ve never seen or seeing a
familiar one through a different lens. And aren’t we
lucky to live in the Pacific Northwest? The
abundance of greenery and color and the vistas
from our highways and along our bucolic back
roads make this a cherished tourist destination.

When I travel, I’m obsessed with bringing back a
memento of the place I’ve just fallen in love with.
My favorite items are the handmade ones, and if
there is a story about the artist who created the
piece, the purchase and experience are even richer.
In Victoria, Canada, I found a new (to me) potter,
Gordon Reisig. He is almost 80 and has been
making pottery his whole adult life. Holding his
pots in my hands, I could imagine all the years of
time and practice that went into his small
treasures. I had to bring some home.

If you’re traveling somewhere soon, consider
bringing a piece of art with you to give to someone.
A piece from the place we call home. Now, more
than ever, we need to elevate each other with gifts
that remind us of the ever-present human spirit
that desires to create and connect.
           
               Happy Trails,

Jane Aukshunas

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S DESK
“Wherever you go,

go with all your heart”   - Confucius

VALLEY ART’S
35TH ANNUAL
CHALK ART FESTIVAL
Valley Art’s Annual Sidewalk Chalk Art Festival —
the longest running chalk art festival in Oregon
— will take place on the same day as the Forest
Grove/Cornelius Chamber of Commerce Corn
Roast & Harvest Festival. A perfect opportunity
to combine events for an incredible weekend.

The festival is held from 8 am to 4 pm on
Saturday, September 20, in Forest Grove’s
downtown corridor. Register at the big tent in
front of Valley Art on Saturday, or pre-register
from 5 to 7 pm on Thursday, September 18,
inside Valley Art, at 2022 Main St., Forest
Grove.

Registration is $20 for a box of 48 pieces of high-
quality sidewalk chalk, plus one reserved
sidewalk square to create your masterpiece.
There is a $5 discount per sidewalk square for
current Valley Art members. 

It’s a great time to watch our featured artists
while enjoying the entertainment. The Chalk Art
Festival, along with the Forest Grove/Cornelius
Chamber Corn Roast, will have music, plus Joe
Mishkin – the Balloon Man, providing
entertainment for all ages. For a fee, face
painting will also be available for those
interested. Proceeds from the festival will go
toward scholarships for Valley Art classes and
for Forest Grove High
School graduates
interested in
pursuing art at the
college level.

This is your chance to
create original chalk
art, spend the day
with family, and enjoy
community
involvement.

This year’s poster winner is
Christina Noel

 Linda Allen



 Mission to be a bridge between artists and the community by supporting and encouraging artists at
every stage through exhibitions, gallery sales, special events, and classes.

Board Members: Linda Allen, Executive Director

Janet Hickok, President

Doris Inkley, Secretary

Allie Losli, Treasurer

Helvi Smith, Margaret Hoerber, Noelle Faulkner,

Roylene Read, Paulina Kriebel, Monica Catalan,

Vicente Murgado, Monika Hortnagl, Carole

Thalman, Pat Otte.

Valley Art Gallery
P.O. Box 333 
Forest Grove, OR 97116

Return Service Requested

2022 Main Street, Forest Grove, OR 97116    •    503-357-3703    •    www.valleyart.org    •    Wed–Sat 11 am – 5:30 pm

Lucy Miller, 4 yrs
Acrylic on Canvas  - Valley Art Class Project

Vision to be a leading gallery and art center that promotes regional artists, art education, and
inspires community engagement.  

VALLEY ART’S 60  ANNIVERSARY 2026th

We embrace transparency and accountability. We are
100% committed and excited about our steps forward

into the future. 
Looking ahead to our 60th Anniversary celebration next

year we are planning and working towards
improvements that can rocket us forward into even

greater heights of excellence and connectivity with our
community. 

We need your help and support in so many areas. If you
feel like you would like to be a part of our team and can
support and volunteer to organize and plan our future,

please attend the Annual General Meeting or one of our
monthly meetings and join us in our vision and quest.

Remember, Valley Art is your nonprofit, it belongs to
the community and we encourage and welcome

everyone. 

http://www.valleyart.org/

